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MAFUVU SATO STORV 


High school classmate of Uenovama's. Has an impressive singing voice. 


Attached to Uenovama ever since he fixed Mafuvu's broken guitar. 


HARUKI NAKAVAMA 


Graduate student. The band's bassist. He's 


extremelv good-natured and kind. 


AKIHIKO KAJI 


Universitv student. The band's 
drummer. A bit of a playboy who's 


popular without ever trving. 


N 


High school student Ritsuka Uenoyama just wants to 
take a nap at his favorite hiding spot, but instead he 
finds classmate Mafuyu Sato already sleeping there, 
cradling a broken-stringed guitar. After Uenoyama 
fixes the guitar, Mafuyu begs him to teach him how to 
play. Uenoyama’s never taught a beginner before, so 
he’s reluctant, but he finally gives in to Mafuyu’s per- 
sistent requests and begins teaching him the basics— 


until the day he first hears Mafuyu sing. 


Floored by Mafuyu’s talent, Uenoyama immediately 
asks the other boy to join his band without even 
consulting bandmates Akihiko Kaji and Haruki Na- 
kayama. Determined to come up with a new song for 
them to play at their first live concert, Uenoyama gives 
Mafuyu the job of writing the lyrics, a task the quiet 


student finds nearly impossible. 


Then one day, Uenoyama hears something disturbing 
about an old classmate of Mafuyu’s. The rumors say 
that this student suddenly committed suicide, and that 


he was very close to Mafuyu... 


RITSUKA UENOYAMA 


Lead guitarist with skills far beyond those 
of an average high school student. Caring 
and compassionate. The consummate little 
brother to his big sister, Yayoi, who totally 


has him trained. 
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STILL 
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MANAGED 
72 COME 
UP WITH 
A SINGLE 
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SONG. 
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WEEK LEFT 
UNTIL THE 
CONCERT. 


HE'S 
NOT HOME 
SAFE! HE'S 
BARELY 
v PAST BEING 
—jg THROWN 
"t our! 


--THE MORE 
SERIOUS 
PROBLEM 
IS THAT 
ALTHOUGH 
WE'VE MADE IT 
THIS FAR, WE 
STILL PONT 
HAVE LYRICS 
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NEW SONG. 
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I'VE 
BEEN 
THINKING 


PONT COME 
TO TERMS WITH 
YOUR PAST, 
YOU WON'T BE 
ABLE TO WRITE 
THOSE LYRICS. 
YOU NEED TO 
MAKE A 
DECISION. 
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EXPRESS 
THOSE FEEL- 
INGS? OR DO 
YOU WANT TO 

RUN AWAY 

FROM PUTTING 
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WORDS? 
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AT THIS RATE, 
HE'S GONNA 
GET US 
INTO AN 
ACCIDENT. 
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DISTRACTED 
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OKAY IF I 
PRACTICE 
THE PRUMS 
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SUDDENLV 
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MOTIVATION? 
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ENOUGH TO 
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Now? 
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NOT GOING. 
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Ugetsu Murata (21) 


175 ст 
(Akihiko's classmate) 


Birthday: 6/6 Sign: Gemini Blood Type: О 
Violinist 


Akihiko roommate, 
but he’s frequently out of the country. 


ለ Day іп 
the Life (of № 
Roommates) | N ке: 


j Parry! 
N У 


о 
effect 


given 


chapter 9 | given 


REACHING 
| OUT TO 
ME NOW2 


DISTANCE 
BEFORE. 


> ---WHO 
y] DOESN'T LIKE | 
4 ТО INTERFERE 
WITH OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
LIVES. MAINLY 
BECAUSE Т 


DON'T THINK 
СОМИ || IT DOES АМУ 
ግው | GOOR 


МИ ~ 
TAN 


REGRET 


- 
MAT 


(3 


s 

5 
ጊያ 
15-25% 


& 


LS 
EET 


ES 
Exe 
Xs 


RAM 


> 4 ს 2 Y 

: : 
۳ N | 
5) — 


წ 


(რა 


ER 
NANA 
“Ороох 


y 


IA 


س 
እ \‏ 
ZI‏ 
تسس — 4 
ን =‏ 
= = 


ы” 


I WANT да 
ТО ВЕ 
FORGIVEN. | — — 


= ۲ “E | 


I WANT 


TO BE 
FORGIVEN 
BY 


> SOMEONE, 
REGRET га 
ТОО MATTER 
і WHO. 


chapter 9 


given 


---WHO 
WERE BOTH 
LATCHKEY 
KIDS 
RAISED BY 
SINGLE 


MOTHERS. 


ESPECIALLY 
YUKI AND 
MAFUYU... 


MAFUYU SATO, 
YUKI YOSHIDA, 
AND I WERE 
CHILDHOOD 
FRIENDS. 
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GUITAR. 
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HOLEP UP 
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STUDIO- 


~ MAFUYU 
AND YUKI 
GOT INTO 
A LITTLE 
FIGHT 
ABOUT IT. 
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ARGUMENTS 
THAT. 
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WITHOUT 
REASON. 
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COUPLES 
FIGHT 
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DRINKER. 
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ON 
SUNDAY... 
IM 
PLAYING 
A SHOW 
WITH ል 
BAND. 


SORRV 
FOR TAKING 


BUT THE 
TRUTH 16, 


I DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
FACE ANY 
OF IT, 
SO I'VE 
JUST BEEN 
RUNNING 
AWAY. 
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FORGIVEN KU 
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SOMEONE, 
IT DOESN'T 
MATTER 


BUT I WANT TO BE FORGIVEN BY MAFUYU MOST OF ALL. 
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WE JUST 
WON'T 
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THIS TIME 
AROUND. 
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FEELING 
RELIEVED 
THAT HE 
WON'T BE 
SINGING. 


Hiragi Kashima (17) 


175 ст 


Birthdav: 5/8 
Sign: Taurus Blood Type: A 


Plays bass, supposedly. 
Dyes his hair. 


Goes to the same high school 
as Yuki and Shizusumi. 
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FOR 
SOMETHING. 
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CARE OF 
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THE RIGHT 
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BAND, 
YEAH, 
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MEANT 
MORE 

FOR ME. 
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BUT VOU NEVER 
\ KNOW. 
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OUGHTA 
HAVE MORE 
CONFIDENCE 
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I THINK THE HEART IS LIKE A GUITAR STRING. 
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STRING... 
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LIKE THAT, 
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THINGS 


FEELS LIKE 
A STRING 
INSIDE YOUR 
CHEST IS 
BEING 
WOUND 
TIGHTER AND 
TIGHTER. 


FORWARD TO 

GET VOL TO 

PROGRESS. 

BUT BEFORE 
I KNEW 


---MY SOUND 
HAS BEEN 
ALL OVER 

THE PLACE. 
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MESS. 


I SUCK 
AT 
PUTTING 
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AND HAVE 
A GREAT 
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BUILT UP A 
FOLLOWING 
AT THE 
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OTHER 
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ARE 


GOOP 
TOO, 
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YOU ALL 
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WAITING 
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HAVENT 
BEEN 
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BEFORE, 
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THEY 
PUT OUT 
AN ALBUM 
RECENTLY 
AND IT 
SOLD OUT 
REAL 
QUICK. 
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SEE HOW 
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UENOYAMA 
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BAND. 
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YOU'RE 
NOT 
SINGING 
መኋ TONIGHT, 
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GONNA 
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EVEN MORE, 
EVEN 
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---HI2 
GUITAR IS 
UNREAL. 
AND NOW 
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“YOU 
KNOW 
TD DO 
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THE HEART /ወ LIKE A GUITAR STRING- 


IF ITS STRUNG TOO LOOSE, 
IT WON'T MAKE A SOUND. 


BUT IF IT'S STRUNG TIGHT, ALMOST TO THE 
BREAKING POINT, TO THE POINT OF РАМ... 


THEN... 


IT CAN CREATE A SOLIND THAT 
CRASHES OVER YOU LIKE A GIANT WAVE. 


EXCITING 
AS 
HELL. 


BRINGING 
ME THIS 
FAR. 
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NOTICED 


---INSTEAD 
OF 


WRITING 


HIM TO SAY, 
“LET'S WRITE 
A SONG 
TOGETHER," 
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FINGERING 
WAS 
TOTALLY 
SLOPPY. 
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RIGHT? 
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BEACH ER | ЖУУ SOMETHING | 
© - 5 LIKE THAT. 
KILLING 


ME. 


VD 
I THINK 


THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME T'VE 


YOU'RE 
A REALLY 
BAD LIAR. 


THIS IS YOUR 
FIRST TIME 
GOING TO THE 
BEACH, AND 
anes | IT'S WITH ME. 
му erst ML I WANT You 
TIMES" |" TO REMEM- 
ARE WITH 
VOL, 
Yuki. 


MAYBE 

NEXT TIME 

WE COME 
TO THE 

- THAT BEACH, 


ONE WE'LL 
WINDY REMEM- 
WINTER'S 


REMEMBER 
THAT 


FIVE 
MORE 


% 
MINUTES WEIR 
SONG 
OR NOT YOU WERE 
2 WON'T HUMMING. 


FORGET. 


I THINK 
ти 
КЕМЕМ- 
ВЕК 
THIS DAY 
| EVEN TEN 
YEARS 

FROM 
Now. 


BUTI 
PROBABLY, 
WILL 4 
FORGET ІТ ` 
LITTLE ВУ 
LITTLE. 


THE 
WORDS 
WE SAID 
TO EACH 
OTHER... 


DETAIL 
By 


DETAIL, 
I'LL 
FORGET 


THAT'S 
WHAT 
BEING 
"LONELY” 

MEANS- 


---WHILE r 

UP ОМ A WOULD 
BLINDINGLY REALIZE 

BRIGHT THAT 

STAGE. ONE РАУ. 


To the Sea—End 


== 


given 


Akihiko 


Akihiko's semi-basement house 
Ну practically soundproof, 


so he can practice 
anytime. 


53 approach | 
of a low- 
pressure | 


Akihiko% radio 
There's no TV 
in the house. l- 


Uenoyamas room 


$mall single room for 


the youngest child (яз 


On the science 
track Тез 


“|. Џепоуатаб grades are in 

4] thelower-middle rank of his 

| school. Mafuyv' also on the 

science track, and his grades 
are about the same. 


Haruki’s part- 
time job 
Akihiko calls it 


“one of those 
hipster cafes.” 


But he 
respects Haruki 
for being able 
to use a siphon 
coffee maker. _ 
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